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Tuesday 18th
November, 1.00 PM
WAT/7.00 AM EST

OPENING CEREMONY

1.00 PM -1.05 PM

ntroduction of the Chief
Host and Distinguished
Personalities

1.05PM -1.15PM

Vice-Chancellor’s Welcome
Address: Prof. Simeon
Adebayo Bamire

1.15PM -1.25 PM

Convener’s Welcome and
Opening Remarks; Prof.
Jacob K. Olupona

1.25 PM - 1.55 PM

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Seye
Abimbola

Transdisciplinary
Research and Practice:
Breaking Boundaries
and Unlocking Complex
Solution

Host Facilitators
Prof. Adesanmi
Akinsulore

Prof. Morenike
Ukpong

Dr. Tayo Owoeye

1.55 PM - 2.00 PM BREAK

2.00 PM -3.00 PM

Discussion Panel |

Speaker: Prof Nadia Sam-
Agudu

Discussant 1: Prof. Afe
Adogame

Discussant 2: Dr. Olusoji llori

Real-world problems
requiring transdisciplinary
approaches

Facilitator: Dr.
Abeeb Adekunle
Azeez

3.00 PM -4.00 PM

Breakout Session I: Mapping individual expertise and identifying intersections

Speaker: Prof. S. O. Ajadi

Physical Sciences

Dr. Lukman
Olasunkanmi

Speaker: Prof. Chinedum
Babalola

Biomedical Sciences

Prof. Adesanmi
Akinsulore

Speaker: Dr. Isaac

Technological Sciences

Professor Ayodeji

Akinwumi Oluwatope

4.00 PM -4.30 PM Reflection Barriers to adopting Facilitator:
transdisciplinary practice Boluwatife

Ogungbemi
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Wednesday 19th

November, 1.00 PM
WAT/7.00 AM EST

1.00 PM - 2.00 PM Lecture I: Frameworks for Facilitator: Dr.
Speaker: Prof. Oyewale transdisciplinary Maggai Tsokwa

Tomori collaboration
Discussant 1: Prof. Ahmed
Bhayat

Discussant 2: Prof. Adewale
Adisa

2.00 PM -2.05 PM BREAK

Breakout Session Il: Building a Conceptual Map of Transdisciplinary
Integration and Case Studies

2.05 PM -3.05 PM Speaker: Prof. M.A. Eleruja Physical Sciences Dr. Lukman
Olasunkanmi
Speaker: Prof Maha El Biomedical Sciences Prof. Adesanmi
Tantawi Akinsulore
Speaker: Prof S. Obayopo Technological Sciences Prof. Ayodeji
Oluwatope
3.05PM-3.10 PM BREAK
3.10 PM -4.00 PM Reflection Lessons from Past Facilitator:
Grantees of IIAS - Science | Mariam Abiola
Salaudeen
DAY 3
Thursday 20th

November, 1.00 PM
WAT/7.00 AM EST

1.00 PM - 2.00 PM Lecture I Speaking Different Facilitator: Peace
Speaker: Prof. Olutayo Languages: Bridging Nkiru Michael
Adesina Disciplines
Discussant: Prof. Olusegun
Titus

2.00 PM -2.05 PM
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Breakout Session lll: Techniques for facilitating cross-disciplinary dialogue

2.05 PM -3.05 PM Speaker: Prof. T. O. Olomola | Physical Sciences Dr. Lukman
Olasunkanmi

Speaker: Dr. Wadzani Biomedical Sciences Prof. Adesanmi
Dauda Akinsulore
Speaker: Dr. Aminu Shittu Technological Sciences Prof. Ayodeji
Oluwatope
3.05PM-3.10 PM BREAK
3.10 PM - 4.00 PM Breakout Session IV - Room A | Writing Manuscripts: Facilitator:
Speaker: Dr. Israel Agaku Negotiating Perspectives Nabeela Usman
in @ Complex Societal El-Nafaty
Problem
Breakout Session IV - Room B | Writing Books in the Facilitator: Dr.
Speaker: Dr. Kris Peterson Sciences Rachael Amwe
3.10 PM -4.00 PM Reflection Strategies for Effective Facilitator:
Communication and Co- Amenaghawon
creation of Knowledge ldawu
DAY 4

Friday 21st November,
1.00 PM WAT/7.00 AM
EST

1.00 PM - 2.00 PM Workshop | Using Systems Mapping Facilitator:
Speaker: Dr. Abiola Adeniyi | and Stakeholder Analysis | Opeyemi Ologun

2.00 PM -2.05 PM BREAK

Breakout Session V: Co-creation of Problem Statements and Solution
Pathways

2.05 PM -3.05 PM Speaker: Prof. Aderemi O. Physical Sciences Dr. Lukman
Ogunfowokan Olasunkanmi
Speaker: Dr. Folahanmi Biomedical Sciences Prof. Adesanmi
Akinsolu Akinsulore
Speaker: Dr. Abiodun Technological Sciences Prof. Ayodeji
Egbetokun Oluwatope
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3.05PM-3.10 PM BREAK
3.10 PM -4.00 PM Workshop I Decision-making in a Facilitator: Dr.
Speaker: Prof. Nceba Ggaleni | Multi-actor Setting, Charles German
Ethical Dilemmas, and Ikimi
Power Dynamics in
Transdisciplinary Work
DAY 5
Saturday 22nd
November, 1.00 PM
WAT/7.00 AM EST
1.00 PM - 2.00 PM Discussion Panel Il Developing Collaborative | Facilitator:
Discussant 1: Prof. Lanre Leadership and Oyelakin Gbenga
lkuteyijo Governance Skills for Samson
Discussant 2: Dr. Nicaise Managing
Ndembi Transdisciplinary Projects

2.00 PM - 2.05 PM

BREAK

2.05PM-2.50 PM

Breakout Session VI - Room A
Speaker: Prof. Butali Azeez

Building Personal
Leadership Competencies

Facilitator:
Ebrahim Damtew
Alyou

Breakout Session VI - Room B
Speaker: Prof. Wasiu Lanre
Adeyemo

Conflict Resolution and
Trust-building

Facilitator: Peter
Adelaja Akerele

2.50 PM -3.35 PM

3.35PM -3.40 PM

Breakout Session VIl -Room A
Speaker: Prof. Olusegun
Alatise

Designing a
Transdisciplinary Project
Proposal

Facilitator: Yaa
Baker

Breakout Session VIl -Room B
Speaker: Dr. Ucheoma
Nwaozuru

Measuring Impact and
Sustainability of
Transdisciplinary Practices

Facilitator: Dr.
Mijoh Ayodele
Gbedebo

3.40 PM -4.25 PM

Storytelling Session
Dr. Ifedayo-Emmanuel
Adeyefa-Olasupo

Inventions of Retinopathic
mechanics and Figbox Al

Prof. Jacob
Olupona

4.25 PM - 4.55 PM

Reflections

All participants

Facilitator: Prof.
Adesanmi
Akinsulore
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4.55 PM - 5.00 PM Virtual Pictures All Faculty Members and Facilitator:
participants to put on lIAS Secretariat
their videos
5.00 PM - 5.45 PM Open Forum/Reflections IAS Science 4th Edition: Facilitator: Dr.
Speakers: Application, Evaluation, Tayo Owoeye
Prof. Jacob Olupona and Future Directions
Prof. Morenike Ukpong, and
Other Faculty Members
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PROF. JACOB OLUPONA

Jacob Olupona is Hugh K. Foster Professor of African and African American Studies,
Professor of African Religious Traditions, and Chair, African and African American Studies
(FAS) at Harvard University, USA. Olupona is the Convener of the Ife Institute of Advanced
Studies. He has authored and edited several books concerned with interpreting Nigerian
and African religious traditions, including his book, "City of 201 Gods: Ile-Ife in Time,
ol Space and the Imagination" (2011), which won the Harvard Cabot Fellowship Award. He
| | L was the 2019 recipient of the Martin E. Marty award for the Public Understanding of
CONVENER IIAS Religion. He was recently elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He can be
reached at: olupona@fas.harvard.edu

DR. SEYE ABIMBOLA

Seye Abimbola is an Associate Professor at the School of Public Health, University of
Sydney, Australia. His works focus on knowledge practices in global health, health system
governance, and health system innovations. He has received many awards such as the
Prince Claus Chair at Utrecht University, Netherlands (2020-2022) and Australian Research
Council Discovery Award (2023-2025). He was the Inaugural Editor-in-Chief, BMJ Global | '8¢
Health (2015-2024). Dr Abimbola's book, a collected volume of his essays titled "The ‘_]
Foreign Gaze: Essays on Global Health" was published by IRD Editions in 2024. He can be i

reached at: seye.abimbola@sydney.edu.au KEYNOTE SPEAKER

DR. IFEDAYO-EMMANUEL ADEYEFA-OLASUPO

Ifedayo-Emmanuel Adeyefa-Olasupo is a visionary neuro-physicist at the University of
Oregon and the inventor of “retinotopic mechanics,” a novel mathematical framework
proposing that interconnected neurons function as spring-loaded sensors within a neural
force field and obeys an inverse-distance law akin to Newton’s law of universal gravitation.
His research into the brain’s interconnected nature inspired figbox, a human-Al-powered
networking platform recently featured in Forbes. figbox’s human-AI technology introduces
users to matches and suggests live 20-minute video calls (sessions) that lead to meaningful
connections, real opportunities, and collaborations. He can be reached at:

iade@uoregon.edu

SPECIAL GUEST

PROF. OLUTAYO ADESINA

Olutayo Adesina is a Professor of History at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. His
scholarship on sub-Saharan Africa has either singly or generally summoned intersections
of local, national, regional, and global history. His publication includes: “Soccer Victory
authorised by the gods: Prophecy, Popular Memory and the Peculiarities of Place”, In Afe
Adogame, Nick Watson and Andrew Parker, Global Perspectives on Sports and Christianity,
London: Routledge, 2018. Prof. Adesina is a Fellow of the Nigerian Academy of Letters
(FNAL). He recently won the prestigious British Academy Global Professorship award. He

can be reached at: olutayo27@gmail.com COORDINATOR, IIAS

PROF. DAVID OGUNGBILE

David O. Ogungbilé is a Professor of Comparative Religion and African Religions at
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. His research engagement is deeply rooted in
and drawn from ethnographic data and sources, which is on the various manifestations,
expressions, and the dynamics of religions (Indigenous Religion, Islam and Christianity) in
Africa. He can be reached at: dogungbile@gmail.com

COORDINATOR, IIAS
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PROF. MORENIKE UKPONG

Morenike Ukpong is a Professor of Paediatric Dentistry at Obafemi Awolowo University,

Ile-Ife. She has published extensively on ethical considerations in the design and

implementation of clinical trials during the Ebola emergency in West Africa. She also

serves as the Deputy Director of the College of Health Sciences’ Partnership and Research

Advancement Unit and Coordinates the Research and Innovation Support Unit. She once

served as the Executive Director of the Central Office of Research, Obafemi Awolowo

A | University. Recently, her work on adolescent sexual, reproductive health and rights, and
COORDINATOR, gender justice led to changes in policy and programs for adolescents living with HIV in

I1IAS-SCIENCE Nigeria. She can be reached at: toyinukpong@yahoo.co.uk
INSTITUTE

PROF. ADESANMI AKINSULORE

Akinsulore, Adesanmi is a Consultant Psychiatrist at the Obafemi Awolowo University
Teaching Hospitals Complex and a Professor at the Department of Mental Health, Obafemi
Awolowo University. His primary research focuses on Public Mental Health, Adolescent
Mental Health and Schizophrenia. Dr. Adesanmi started as lecturer I in the department and
now he is currently a professor. He is a volunteer member and facilitator of the foundation
for the care and resettlement of the mentally ill (CAREMI) and Centre for Mental Health
Research and Initiative (CEMHRI). He can be reached at: sanmilore@oauife.edu.ng

2025 SCIENCE INSTITUTE AND BIOLOGICAL/BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES STREAM COORDINATOR

PROF. AYODEJI OLUWATOPE

Oluwatope, Ayodeji is a Professor of Computer Science. He is a registered Engineer with
COREN, earlier in his career, he was the recipient of the National Award of Excellence by
the National University Research and Development Fair for the years 2004 and 2005. His
research interests include Computer Networks and the Internet, reconfigurable computing,
I0Ts, and Knowledge Transfer. He is the lead researcher in the Commet Laboratory in the
Department of Computer Science and Engineering, OAU. Ayodeji has a working
relationship with industry giants in the IT sector, such as Chams (Nig) Plc and
Schlumberger Limited. He can be reached at: aoluwato@oauife.edu.ng

COORDINATOR, TECHNOLOGICAL SCIENCES STREAM

DR. LUKMAN OLASUNKANMI

Dr Lukman is a Chemist with specialization in Physical Chemistry. He is a Senior Lecturer
in the Department of Chemistry, OAU, Ile-Ife. Dr Lukman got his B.Sc.(Hons) degree in
chemistry with a first class from OAU in 2007. His research interest is in corrosion
inhibition Electrochemistry, Theoretical and computational chemistry. He is also a
reviewer to many reputable journals. He is a member of the American Chemical Society; he
is also the recipient of the Kayode Adebowale National Young Scientist Prize in Chemical
Science in 2017. He can be reached at: loolasunkanmi@oauife.edu.ng

COORDINATOR, PHYSICAL SCIENCES STREAM

DR. TAYO OWOEYE

Tayo Owoeye is a Lecturer/Researcher at the Glasgow School of Business and Society

(GSBS), Glasgow Caledonian University, United Kingdom. He is an Associate Professor

(Reader) Sociology and Anthropology, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He

holds a DPhil Anthropology (Social-Cultural) from the University of Pretoria, South Africa,

and an MBA Degree, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. His work focuses on

patterns and management of knowledge production, and how marginalized groups

communicate their worldviews, construct their identities, and navigate the society

IIAS PROGRAM  controlled by the powerful in Nigeria and at the global level. The host of the TouchPoint

DIRECTOR with Tayo podcast, Jambo Radio Scotland, UK and the Program Director, IAS. He can be
reached at: Tayo.Owoeye@gcu.ac.uk
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PROF. AFE ADOGAME

Afe Adogame is the Maxwell M. Upson Professor of Religion and Society and chair of the
History and Ecumenics Department, Princeton Theological Seminary, NJ, USA. He is also
Professor Extraordinaire at the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa. His teaching and
research interests focus on interrogating new dynamics of religious experiences and
expressions in Africa and the African diaspora, with a particular focus on African
Christianity and new indigenous religious movements; the interconnectedness between
religion and migration, globalisation, politics, economy, media and the civil society. He
can be reached at: afe.adogame @ ptsem.edu

PROF. ADEREMI O. OGUNFOWOKAN

Aderemi Okunola Ogunfowokan is a distinguished Academic Researcher affiliated with
Obafemi Awolowo University in Nigeria. He has contributed significantly to the fields of
environmental science and technology since 1993. His research portfolio reflects a
commitment to addressing critical environmental issues, particularly in the context of
Nigeria's unique ecological challenges. His recent publications showcase his innovative
approaches to environmental remediation and health risk assessments. His research also
delves into the analysis of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in cigarette smoke,
highlighting the intersection of public health and environmental safety. He can be reached
at: remiogunfowokan@gmail.com

PROF. ADEWALE ADISA

Adewale Adisa is a Professor of Surgery at the Obafemi Awolowo University and
Consultant General Surgeon, Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospitals Complex,
I[le-Ife, Nigeria. A Fellow of the West African College of Surgeons, the National
Postgraduate Medical College of Nigeria, and the American College of Surgeons. His
special interests are in Minimal Access Surgery and Surgical Education. He pioneered
laparoscopic services in general surgery in Ile-Ife, where he has led a team to perform more
than a thousand cases and raised a new generation of laparoscopic surgeons across the
country. He is known for his inaugural lecture titled “Narrow is the Way”. He can be
reached at: ao.adisa@oauife.edu.ng

PROF. AHMED BHAYAT

Prof. Ahmed Bhayat is a Community Dentistry (Dental Public Health) Specialist and
currently the Head of the Department at the University of Pretoria in South Africa. He is
involved with teaching under and postgraduate dental and oral hygiene students, clinical
supervision of students, and research. The department is also responsible for outreach
activities, community engagement programs and assisting the Department of Health with
policy development and implementation, research, and training. He can be reached at:
ahmed.bhayat@up.ac.za

PROF. BUTALI AZEEZ

Azeez Butali is a Professor at the College of Dentistry, University of Iowa, Iowa City. He
graduated as a dentist from the College of Medicine, University of Lagos, Nigeria, in 2000
and obtained his Ph.D. in genetics epidemiology in 2010 before proceeding for his post-
doctoral training in craniofacial genetics at the University of lowa. He currently serves as
PI of the Butali Laboratory; Director, African Craniofacial Anomalies Network; Director,
College of Dentistry Biorepository, University of Iowa; and Director, Massive Open Online
Course (MOOC) for Topics in Human Genetics. Butali’s lab discovered CTNNA2 and
SULT2A as cleft palate candidate genes. He can be reached at: azeez-butali@uiowa.edu
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PROF. CHINEDUM BABALOLA

Chinedum Peace Babalola (nee Anyabuike) is a Professor of Pharmaceutical
Chemistry/Pharmacokinetics, currently Vice-Chancellor of Chrisland University Abeokuta
and the immediate past Dean, Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Ibadan (UI), Nigeria. She
possesses B.Pharm, MSc. PhD, PharmD and PGDip. Babalola has focused on
pharmacokinetics and pharmacogenetics as tools to study the disposition of several drugs
in Nigerians as a guide to optimizing therapy in Black population. For the past 12 years,
Babalola has been actively involved in multi-country/institutional/disciplinary research on
genetics of breast cancer in Black women with outstanding discoveries. She can be reached
at: peacebab@gmail.com

PROF. ISRAEL AGAKU

Prof. Israel Agaku is the Founder, CEO and Chief Scientific Officer at Chisquares. He had
his Residency in Dental Public Health (specialty training) at the National Institute of
Dental and Craniofacial Research, National Institutes of Health Bethesda, and then a
second PhD in Health Systems at the University of Pretoria, Pretoria South Africa. Prof.
Agaku is currently the Global Director for Epidemiology and Real-World Evidence at Zatum
LLC. He has worked as a Senior Scientist at the CDC, as a Research Fellow and Associate at
the Harvard Center for Global Tobacco Control and Office of Research Strategy and
Development, Harvard School of Public Health, respectively. He can be reached at:
iagaku@chisquares.com

PROF. LANRE IKUTEYIJO

Lanre Ikuteyijo is a Sociologist and Anthropologist with specialization in Criminology and
Security Studies at the Obafemi Awolowo University Ile-Ife. He had various fellowships in
other universities within and outside Africa including University of Stellenbosch, South
Africa and Brown University, USA. He is a visiting researcher to McMaster University,
Canada. He is an Associate Professor at the Obafemi Awolowo University and has served as
a resource person in training and capacity building programs for organizations including;
the National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS) and the Nigeria Police. He
can be reached at: likuteyijo@oauife.edu.ng

PROF. M. A. ELERUJA

Prof. Marcus Adebola Eleruja is a Professor of Solid States in Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife, Nigeria. Within the University, he has served as the Head of the Department of
Physics and Engineering Physics and Dean, Faculty of Science. Prof. M.A. Eleruja has
taught courses at undergraduate and postgraduate levels in the Department of Physics and
Engineering Physics for over 30 years and has supervised within the University at both
levels over the same period. Prof. M.A. Eleruja won the visiting Fellow award of Princeton
Institute for the Science and Technology of Materials (PRISM), from August-October,
2007. He can be reached at: meleruja@oauife.edu.ng

PROF. MAHA EL TANTAWI

Maha is a Professor of Dental Public Health at Alexandria University, Egypt. Her current
research interests include early childhood caries and its determinants globally and
regionally, in addition to exploring oral epidemiologic and workforce issues in Arab
countries. She is also interested in dental education research. She can be reached at:
maha_tantawy@hotmail.com
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PROF. NADIA SAM-AGUDU

Prof. Nadia Sam-Agudu is a Professor of Pediatrics in the Division of Pediatric Infectious
Diseases at the University of Minnesota Medical School, USA. She has served as the Senior
Technical Advisor for pediatric and Adolescent HIV at the Institute of Human Virology
Nigeria (IHVN) since 2010 and is a senior research faculty at IHVN’s International
Research Center of Excellence (IRCE). She leads the Central and West Africa
Implementation Science Alliance (CAWISA), which has collaborators in Gambia, Ghana,
Nigeria, Cameroon, and DR Congo. Prof. Sam-Agudu supports and mentors motivated
early career African scientists to pursue academic excellence and to make an impact on
health outcomes in Africa. She can be reached at: agudu@umn.edu

PROF. NCEBA GQALENI

Prof Nceba Gqaleni trained as a biochemist at the former University of Natal and obtained
his doctorate at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland in 1996. He is a
National Research Foundation rated researcher with an interest on traditional medicine,
immunology, and infectious and non-infectious diseases. He has served on the Interim
Traditional Health Practitioners Council of South Africa, appointed by the Minister of
Health. Currently, he is the member of the task team drafting SA’s Policy on African
Traditional Medicine, Project Co-ordinator of the KwaZulu-Natal IK-Based Healthy
Lifestyle Strategy to fight COVID-19 and Beyond, and member of the WHO Regional Expert
Committee on Traditional Medicine for COVID-19. He can be reached at:
GqgaleniN@ukzn.ac.za

PROF. NICAISE NDEMBI

Nicaise Ndembi is Deputy Director General, Inaugural International Vaccine Institute (IVI)
Regional Africa Office, and Head of Mission, IVI Rwanda. He is an Associate Professor,
Division of Epidemiology and Prevention, Institute of Human Virology (IHV), University of
Maryland School of Medicine, Baltimore, USA. He is a graduate of Kanazawa University
School of Medicine, Japan and a Research Professor within the same Institution. He is a
Principal Investigator on numerous grants including US National Health Institute/NIAID.
Through his leadership, a framework for Africa vaccine manufacturing was established. He
has authored or co-authored over 300 peer-reviewed papers and book chapters in
professional journals. He can be reached at: nicaise.ndembi@ivi.int

PROF. OLUSEGUN ALATISE

Prof. Olusegun Isaac Alatise has been a Professor of Surgery at the Faculty of Clinical
Sciences, College of Health Sciences, Obafemi Awolowo University and a Consultant
General Surgeon at the OAU Teaching Hospital. His area of interest is in Surgical Oncology
and Gastroenterology. He had his Surgical Oncology training at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, New York, USA. He has also had other training fellowships in Endoscopy
and Colorectal Surgery sponsored by the World Gastroenterology Organization, African
Middle East Association of Gastroenterology and Endoscopy, and the International Council
of Coloproctology. In 2017, he was awarded the prestigious Prof T.A.I Grillo Excellence in
Research Award by his University. He can be reached at: segunalatishe@gmail.com

PROF. OLUSEGUN TITUS

Olusegun Stephen Titus is a Professor in the Department of Music, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Nigeria. Olusegun is a leading scholar of Ecomusicology/Environmental
Musicology/Climatic Musicology in Africa. His research focuses on music and
environmental health- human and planetary trajectories, solid waste, plastic waste, bush
burning, climate change, flood disaster, food production, music and soil communities, blue
economies, and poisoning studies. Others include music and peacebuilding, medical
musicology, and music and/in sustainable development goals. Music and the history of the
built environment and infrastructure in urban spaces, landscape and soundscape. He can
be reached at: segungeneral@gmail.com
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PROF. OYEWALE TOMORI

Oyewale Tomori DVM PHD is a past President of the Nigerian Academy of Science and
pioneer Vice-Chancellor of the Redeemer’s University in Nigeria. A researcher at the
University of Ibadan (1971-1994). We served as a virologist for the WHO-AFRO,
establishing the African Regional Polio Laboratory Network (1994-2004). In 1981, he was
recognized by the US-CDC for contributions to Lassa fever research. In 2002, he received
the Nigerian National Order of Merit for academic, intellectual attainment and national
development. Prof. Tomori has served and continues to serve on numerous advisory
committees, at national and global levels He is a committee member of the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Future State of Smallpox Medical
Countermeasures. He can be reached at: oyewaletomori@gmail.com

PROF. S. 0. AJADI

Suraj Ajadi is a Professor in the Department of Mathematics, Obafemi Awolowo University.
He is a recipient of many awards and grants for his valuable contributions and discoveries
in a major area of research. He is a 2025 Fellow of the Nigerian Mathematical Society
(FNMS). He can be reached at: sajadi@oauife.edu.ng
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PROF. S. OBAYOPO

Surajudeen Obayopo is a Professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He holds a PhD in Mechanical Engineering. His
doctoral research at the University of Pretoria was focused on performance enhancement
in proton exchange membrane fuel cell systems. His research focuses on sustainable
energy systems, thermal fluid sciences, and computational fluid dynamics (CFD). He is a
published author with numerous papers in national and international journals and
conferences, contributing significantly to engineering and energy research. He has also
served as the Head of Department. He can be reached at: obayopos@oauife.edu.ng

PROF. TOPE OLOMOLA

Temitope Olomola is a Professor of Organic Chemistry, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-
Ife, Nigeria. His research involves using basic synthetic chemistry to find solutions to the
“poor man’s diseases” and particularly endemics to Africa such as HIV-1, sickle cell
anaemia and malaria. He was a visiting researcher to University of Southampton (2015)
and University of South Africa (2018-2020). A Fellow of the Nigerian Young Academy
(NYA), Africa Science Leadership Program (ASLP) and the Institute of Advanced Studies,
Ile-Ife (ITIAS). He currently serves as the Editor-in-Chief (Physical Sciences), Ife Journal of
Science and a Sectional Editor (Chemical Sciences), Annals of Science and Technology
(Official journal of the Nigerian Young Academy). He can be reached at:
tolomola@gmail.com

PROF. WASIU LANRE ADEYEMO

Wasiu Adeyemo is a Professor in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, College
of Medicine, University of Lagos, Nigeria. He obtained a PhD in genetics from the
University of Cologne, Germany, in 2006, with a German Government Scholarship. He also
holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration (MPA) from the University of Lagos, a
Diploma in Research Bioethics, and a Certificate in Genetics and Genomics from Stanford
University. Professor Adeyemo is a visionary and dynamic leader who is committed to
advancing the quality and standards of health care, research, and education in Nigeria and
beyond. He 1is married and blessed with children. He can be reached at:
lanreadeyemo@yahoo.com
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DR. ABIODUN EGBETOKUN

Abiodun Egbetokun possesses a multidisciplinary background and extensive experience in
policy-relevant research. Before joining De Montfort University in the UK, he served as
Deputy Director of Research at Nigeria’s National Centre for Technology Management,
where he helped develop and evaluate government policies and programmes. He has held
visiting research fellowships at the University of Oxford and the United Nations University
(UNU-MERIT) in Maastricht, in addition to a Science Policy Fellowship from the US
National Science Foundation. He consults regularly for international organizations
including UNIDO, GIZ, and the African Union Commission. He can be reached at:
abiodun.egbetokun@dmu.ac.uk aaegbetokun@gmail.com

DR. ABIOLA ADENIYI

Dr. Abiola Adeniyi, Assistant Professor of Health and Human Services, is an accomplished
scholar and educator with a diverse academic background. With a foundation as an
internationally trained dentist and specialized graduate studies in population and public
health, she brings a unique and multidisciplinary perspective to her work. As a passionate
educator, her commitment to nurturing future health professionals is evident through her
experience as a sessional instructor at UBC’s Faculty of Dentistry and her work as a
graduate health care professional trainer in Nigeria with the National Postgraduate
Medical College. She can be reached at: a.adeniyi@fdu.edu
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DR. AMINU SHITTU

Dr. Aminu Shittu, a native of Gusau, Zamfara State, Nigeria, developed an early passion for
biology through observations of birds, insects, and milking cows on his grandfather's farm.
He earned his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree from Usmanu Danfodiyo
University Sokoto (UDUSokoto) in 2004. Dr. Aminu Shittu, as the founder of The
AfriScience Network comprising over 4,000 members, has diverse experiences and
achievements in the fields of veterinary medicine, public health, and epidemiology. His
work highlights the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration in addressing complex

public health challenges. He can be reached at: aminu.shittu@udusok.edu.ng

DR. FOLAHANMI AKINSOLU

Dr. Folahanmi T. Akinsolu is a Public Health Researcher and a Lecturer at the Department
of Public Health, Lead City University, Ibadan, Nigeria, an affiliate university to Nigerian
Institute of Medical research Lagos. He is also an adjunct Research Fellow at the Clinical
Sciences Department, Nigerian Institute of Medical Research, Lagos State. His research
focus is on Vulnerability and Health, and has made him proficient in evaluating and
analyzing the overall health of communities and societies, and has equipped him with
appreciable skills in educating the general public on specific health risks and basic healthy
living strategies. He can be reached at: folahanmi.tomiwa@gmail.com

DR. ISAAC AKINWUMI

Isaac Akinwumi is an Educator, Researcher, Administrator and innovation Coach. He is
also an Associate Professor with over 15 years of teaching and research experience at
Covenant University. His research focuses on Geotechnical Engineering (soil
improvement), construction materials, water supply, sanitation and hygiene (WASH),
waste management and climate change. He served as the Pioneer Technical Chair of the
International Conference on Sustainable Infrastructural Development (ICSID 2019 and
ICSID 2020). He was also the Chairman of the Technical Advancement Committee of the
Nigerian Institution of Geotechnical Engineers (NIGE). He is a 2025 Fellow of the Ife
Institute of  Advanced Studies (ITAS). He can  be reached  at:
isaac.akinwumi@covenantuniversity.edu.ng
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DR. KRIS PETERSON

Kris Peterson is a Cultural Anthropologist and Associate Professor of Anthropology at UC
Irvine. She is also a research affiliate at the Institute of African and Diaspora Studies. She
studied aquatic biology (BS, UC Santa Barbara), women studies (MA, San Francisco State
University), and anthropology (PhD, Rice University). She currently conducts research in
Nigeria and West Africa where she has interests in science and technology studies,
capitalism, geopolitics, and visual arts. Being an anthropologist means energizing these
visions in places she routinely teaches (classrooms, yoga mats, meditation cushions) and
interact (fieldsites, creative non-fiction forms, photographic arts, scholarly works, the
streets, coffee houses, cozy living rooms, and backroom bars). She can be reached at:
kris@uci.edu

DR. OLUSOJI ILORI

Dr. Olusoji Ilori is an academic and researcher deeply committed to shaping the future of
engineering education and innovation, particularly within the Global South. He has a Ph.D.
in Electronic and Electrical Engineering with a focus on semiconductor materials, devices,
circuits, and systems from the Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, where he served as a faculty member and have
previously held the position of Head of Department. His postdoctoral work at the
Microsystems Technology Laboratories, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
focused on Vacuum Nanoelectronics and the development of advanced scanning anode
field emission microscopy techniques for field emission electronics. He can be reached at:
sojilori@oauife.edu.ng

DR. UCHEOMA NWAOZURU

Ucheoma Nwaozuru, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Implementation
Science, Division of Public Health Sciences at Wake Forest University School of Medicine.
Her training and research experience have involved qualitative research methodology,
community-based participatory research, crowdsourcing, and social innovations for health
and the use of these principles to promote health equity, intervention adoption, and
sustainability. Her work focuses on promoting the adoption, dissemination, and
sustainability of evidence-based interventions, particularly in resource-limited settings.
Dr. Nwaozuru has led and collaborated on a wide range of community-engaged projects to
improve health outcomes, with a particular emphasis on cancer prevention, HIV self-
testing, and HPV vaccine uptake. She can be reached at:
ucheoma.nwaozuru@advocatehealth.org

DR. WADZANI DAUDA

Dr. Wadzani Dauda Palnam is a researcher, academic mentor, and life coach currently
serving as a faculty member at the Federal University, Gashua, Nigeria. Sciences and
Agricultural Science among 500 prolific authors from 58 different countries in Africa. Dr.
Dauda holds esteemed positions, including Editorial Board memberships for Frontiers in
Genome Editing, PLOS ONE, Springer Nature, Francis, and Elsevier Journals. His extensive
research interests encompass diverse domains, including disease detection,
mycotoxicology, agricultural microbiology, genome editing, and bioinformatics. Dr.
Dauda’s collaborative endeavors extend globally, fostering intellectual exchange with
research groups in leading universities. He can be reached at: wadzanidauda@gmail.com
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DR. ABEEB ADEKUNLE AZEEZ

Dr. Abeeb Adekunle Azeez is a natural product chemist and poet whose passion for
discovery and expression bridges science and art. His research, honored internationally
through the CV Raman Fellowship (India) and the Royal Society of Chemistry (UK), reflects
his curiosity about organic molecules and their benefits to human race. He is a 2025 Fellow
of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). He can be reached at:
habeebullah2010@gmail.com

DR. CHARLES GERMAN IKIMI

Dr. Charles German Ikimi is the University Orator, Federal University Otuoke (FUO),
Bayelsa State, where he teaches and conducts research. He is one of the founding lecturers
of the Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Science, FUO. He consults for firms handling
the Shell-BP intervention programmes at Oloibiri community, Bayelsa State. Dr. Charles
German Ikimi is a self-motivated and innovation driven scholar with profound leadership
experience, modest entrepreneurial involvements and sublime collaborative potentials
who hopes to contribute more towards a better society and national development through
administrative platforms. He is a 2025 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies
(ITAS). He can be reached at: ikimicg@fuotuoke.edu.ng

DR. MAGGAI TSOKWA

Dr. Tsokwa Maggai is a lecturer 1 with Department of English and Literary Studies Federal
university Wukari Taraba State. He's research interests include Digital Media, Health
communication and multimedia discourse. His academic progression include BSC Mass
Communication in ABU Zaria, MSc Mass Communication Benue State University Makurdi
and PhD in Digital Media from Federal University of Lafia Nasarawa state. He is a visiting
scholar to Adamawa state University Mubi, and Kwararafa university Wukari Taraba State.
In 2022, Dr Tsokwa won Lagos Study Association grant for Developing Theories within the
African Research context and he is a Fellow of the IIAS 2025. He can be reached at:
maggai@fuwukari.edu.ng

DR. MIJOH AYODELE GBEDEBO

Mijoh is a Lecturer at the Management Department of Glasgow School for Business and
Society. He obtained a master’s degree in Supply Chain and Operations Management from
the University of Strathclyde after his first degree in Electronics and Computer Engineering
at Lagos State University. His research provides a useful link between engineering, social
sciences, economics, sustainable development and operations management, and

encourages research-integrated teaching and collaborations across schools. Currently, his y ?\
work focuses on harnessing Digital Twin-based Simulation and Artificial Intelligence to / } gl
enhance sustainability-driven decision-making. He is a 2025 Fellow of the Ife Institute of

Advanced Studies (ITAS). He can be reached at: mijoh.gbededo@gcu.ac.uk

DR. RACHAEL AMWE

Dr. Rachael is a lecturer at the University of Jos, Plateau state Nigeria where she obtained
her PhD in 2021. She is a member of National Association of Exceptional Children (NAEC)
formerly National Council for Exceptional Children (NCEC), Primary and Tertiary Teacher
Education Association of Nigeria (PATTEAN), and National Association of Special
Education Teachers (NASET). She is a Fellow of AfRes-Data ECR fellow programme, Union
for African Population Studies (UAPS/UEPA). University of Ghana Legon- Accra. She can be
reached at: amweracheal44@gmail.com



mailto:habeebullah2010@gmail.com
mailto:habeebullah2010@gmail.com
mailto:ikimicg@fuotuoke.edu.ng
mailto:amweracheal44@gmail.com

PROFILE

‘lm :ﬁss:-?-f-:%ﬁ IIAS FACILITATORS 2025

SCHEDULE

AMENAGHAWON IDAWU

Amen holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English & Literature (University of Benin);
Advanced Diploma in Early Childhood Education (University of Lagos); Master of Arts
degrees in English Language (University of Lagos); Master of Arts degree in African &
Diaspora Studies (University of Lagos). She is currently a doctoral student at the University
of Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria. She is a recipient of several certifications; Content Marketing,
University of California, Davis; EQUIP, John C. Maxwell Leadership Scheme, amongst
others. She is a 2024 IIAS Fellow. She can be reached at: amen.abusomwan@gmail.com

BOLUWATIFE OGUNGBEMI

Boluwatife Ogungbemi has bagged bachelor and master’s degree in Religious Studies at the
University of Ibadan. His research interest focuses on African Christianity, particularly
Pentecostalism as it intercepts social development and transformation. Aside area of
education and health where mission and other church denominations have been actively
involved. He seeks to highlight Christianity’s role in shaping governmental policies and
actions towards improving living standards, creating positive and sustainable impacts for
Nigerian citizens. His doctoral programme set to commence in 2026 at the University of
Ibadan seeks to explore the contributions of Christianity to Agricultural Development in
Nigeria (1999-2030). He is a 2025 fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). He
can be reached at: ogungbemiboluwatifel4@gmail.com

EBRAHIM DAMTEW ALYOU

Ebrahim Damtew Alyou is a PhD student in history at University of Gondar, Ethiopia. His
area of expertise is social history and his current PhD research in progress is on “Interfaith
harmony in Ethiopia’s North western region”. He has contributed to more than thirty
publications and present papers in various local and international conferences. He has won
grants from University of Gondar and abroad. He is a Fellow of; Summer school in Bergen
Norway, 2019, Ife institute of advanced learning, Nigeria, 2025. He enjoys conversation
with elders, Music, and reading poems. He can be reached at: alyouebrahim@gmail.com

MARIAM ABIOLA SALAUDEEN

Mariam Salaudeen is an early career academic and PhD student in the Department of
English and Literary Studies, College of Humanities and Culture, Osun State University,
Nigeria. Her research interests traverse African Literature and the Environment,
Postcolonial Studies, and Film and Cultural Studies. She has authored scholarly
publications related to her research interests, and her work has been recognised through
travel grants, allowing her to participate in local and international workshops and
conferences where she presents her ideas. She is also an award-winning 2025 fellow of the
Ife Institute of  Advanced Studies. She can be reached at:
mariam.salaudeen@uniosun.edu.ng

NABEELA USMAN EL-NAFATY

Nabeela Usman El-Nafaty is a Doctoral Student in the Department of Islamic Studies,
Federal University of Kashere, Gombe State, and a 2023 Fellow of the IIAS. Her PhD
research examines the journey of the Northern Nigerian Muslim woman who has now
found herself in the digital age; an era impacting her cultural identity and religious ethics
in complex ways. Her broader research interests include philanthropy, women’s
empowerment, and Islamic history. She currently volunteers as Head of Media, Publicity,
and Documentation at the Zakah and Waqf Foundation, Gombe (with the motto:
promoting philanthropy, empowering the people), and serves as Managing Editor of the
Journal of Muslim Philanthropy in Africa. She can be reached at: nuelnafaty@gmail.com
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OPEYEMI OLOGUN

Opeyemi Ologun is a Lecturer in the Department of Mass Communication at Kogi State
University, Kabba, with years of professional experience in corporate communications,
media strategy, and public engagement. She previously led the corporate communications
team on a $20 million World Bank-assisted project, where she drove strategic visibility,
stakeholder engagement, and public accountability. Currently a doctoral student, her
research focuses on digital media and the performance of small-scale businesses. She is
passionate about shaping narratives, mentoring emerging communicators, and leveraging
media as a tool for social transformation and responsible leadership across Africa. She is a
2025 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). She can be reached at:
ooologun@ksukabba.edu.ng

OYELAKIN GBENGA SAMSON

Oluwagbemiga Oyelakin is a doctoral student in Linguistic Anthropology with a minor in
African Studies at IU, Bloomington, USA, exploring the intricate relationships between
language, culture, and identity. He guides aspiring talents as a remote Teach for Nigeria
(TFN) mentor and advances research as an Ife Institute for Advanced Studies (IIAS) fellow,
2025. As an alumnus of the Journalism for Liberty Fellowship (JLF) Africa, he participates
in vibrant literary dialogues. With a rich background as a broadcast journalist, compere,
copy editor, and actor, Gbenga thrives in dynamic communication and performance
environments, bridging diverse fields with passion and expertise. Additionally, he is a
budding photographer, capturing life's moments through his lens. He can be reached at:
oluwagbemigaoyelakinl @gmail.com

PEACE NKIRU MICHAEL

Peace Nkiru Michael holds a master’s degree in Educational Psychology from the
Department of Educational Psychology, Guidance and counselling at Ignatius Ajuru
University of Education, Rivers State, Nigeria. She is a member of the Pan-African
Psychology Union (PAPU). Peace is deeply passionate about mental health advocacy, youth
empowerment and promoting psychological well-being and personal development among
young women. She is a 2025 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). She can
be reached at: michaelpeacenkiru@gmail.com

PETER ADELAJA AKERELE

Akerele Peter Adekaja is a lecturer/researcher in the Department of Sociology at Federal
University Birnin Kebbi, Nigeria. His research interests span crime, social justice, gender,
human trafficking, peace building and conflict resolution. He has published in reputable
journals and has presented at academic conferences within Nigeria. As a committed
educator and researcher, he is passionate about advancing evidence-based policy reforms
that promote human dignity, strengthen legal frameworks, and support victims of
exploitation. He is a 2024 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). He can be
reached at: akerelepee@gmail.com

YAA BAKER

Yaa Baker is going into her second year as a PhD student at Harvard University. She is
interested in the religious, racial, and colonial undertones of institutionalization in the
United States. Her first year of doctoral work was at Emory University where she was a
Centennial Scholar before transferring to Harvard University. Yaa is also a proud alumna of
the McNair Scholars program. She is a 2025 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies
(ITAS). She can be reached at: yaabaker@g.harvard.edu
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NNAMANI ESTHER AMAKA

Esther Amaka Nnamani is a PhD student majoring in environmental and material
chemistry. Her focus on environmental occurrences, risk assessment, and remediation of
emerging contaminants in drinking water showcases her commitment to addressing
critical public and environmental health concerns. Notably, she has achieved four
published Scopus research articles stemming from her master’s dissertation. Also, her
recognition as a 2023 AGNES Junior Research Grant Awardee underscores her dedication
and potential impact in advancing scientific knowledge. She can be reached at:

nnamanil3964@run.edu.ng

DR. SINODUKOO EZIUZO OKAFO

Dr. Sinodukoo Eziuzo Okafo is a pharmacist and an Associate Professor in the Department
of Pharmaceutics and Industrial Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmacy, Delta State University,
Abraka, Nigeria. He has over fifty scholarly articles published in both local and
international peer-reviewed journals. His research interests include formulation of novel
drug delivery systems, formulation of phytomedicines, and sourcing of excipients and
active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) from local raw materials. He can be reached at:
okafose @delsu.edu.ng

OMEJE CHINASA PATIENCE

Omeje Chinasa Patience's research work focuses on animal products technology as a
means to combat food insecurity. She investigates innovative approaches and
advancements in animal products processing and preservation techniques to improve food
availability and quality. By addressing key challenges in the field, such as storage
limitations and food safety concerns, her research aims to contribute to the sustainable
production and accessibility of animal-based food products, thereby addressing food
insecurity issues worldwide. She is a 2024 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies.

She can be reached at: chinasa.omeje @unn.edu.ng

ADETOYE CLARA TINUOLA

Adetoye Clara Tinuola is a Deputy Director (Midwife Educator), a registered Nurse,
Midwife, Public Health Nurse, and a fellow of the West African Postgraduate College of
Nurses and Midwives. Her research focuses on managing postpartum hemorrhage with
non-pneumatic anti-shock garments and supporting women during the maternity period.
Currently, her PhD study examines maternal health needs, supports, coping strategies, and
postnatal care utilization among women with stillbirths. She is a 2024 Fellow of the Ife
Institute of Advanced Studies. She can be reached at: omoclara2000@yahoo.com

LILIAN KEMUNTO MOGIKOYO

Lilian Kemunto Mogikoyo is a highly accomplished procurement professional specializing
in strategic sourcing, vendor management, and contract negotiation. With a proven track
record of delivering cost savings and optimizing processes, she focuses on driving
efficiency in procurement operations while fostering strong supplier relationships. Lilian is
a results-driven procurement expert dedicated to delivering tangible business value
through strategic practices. With extensive skills, industry knowledge, and experience, she
brings a unique perspective to every procurement project. She is a 2023 Fellow of the Ife
Institute of Advanced Studies (ITAS). She can be reached at: Imogikoyo@gmail.com
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OGUNGBIRE JANET

Janet Ogungbire is a Sociologist with keen interest in research, knowledge production and
dissemination for the benefit of mankind. Having obtained her first degree in the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Obafemi Awolowo University(OAU), she
proceeded up the scholarship ladder with fieldwork experience in various areas such as

agriculture, health and family. Janet is skilled in the use of MAXQDA and Atlas.ti for
qualitative data analysis. She is currently working as a programme assistant with IIAS. She
can be reached at boluwatifejanet.ojb@gmail.com
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ANNIVERSARY
LELEBRATION

The 20268 Summer Institute will mark the 10th Anniversary of the Institute.
Stay tuned to our website (https://las-ife.com/) and social media platforms for
updates on application and participation.
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STAY CONNECTED WITH THE INSTITUTE THROUGH OUR
SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLES TO BE UPDATED ON
SUBSEQUENT PROGRAMMES.

https://www.instagram.
com/ifeias/

om/groups/ifeinstitute

ofadvancedstudies

https://x.com/ifeias

f | https://www.facebook.c

m/company/ife-institute-
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To support the project, kindly contact the
programme director at
program.director@ias-ife.com
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